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Introduction

Poetry is a portion of language arts that students will examine likely through any traditional educational career, but in order to help them navigate through the poetry, it is important to plant in students, if not a love of this art form, then an appreciation. The primary goal of this unit is to get the students to enjoy poetry.  With that end in mind, this unit has emphasized quality over quantity and in turn the unit can foster a true appreciation for poetry.  The unit in its entirety would take a minimum of six classes, five classes of lectures and activities and a sixth day for a unit exam.  All the lectures for the lessons are guided by PowerPoint presentations that add visual cues that will heighten student’s interests as well as peak their curiosity about the different interpretations of poetry.  To further focus the lessons of this unit, the poetry is also limited to American poets and poetry based on the literature focus of 11th grade students in the Department of Defense Dependent Schools (DODDS).  This unit however, can easily be adapted to fit poetry from different eras, different countries, and different cultures.  Though students will be given quizzes on poetry terms and definitions, and even some implied meanings of poetry, the bulk of assessment will be based on a collection of poetry created by the students themselves.  Each lesson requires that students write a poem that reflects the subjects of the lesson.  Again, the focus of the unit is not so much the poetry itself, but to nurture an appreciation for the art form and to develop an understanding in the creation process for the students.  

Overview of the unit
Unit title: Poetry Appreciation

Unit focus: American Poets, Grade 11

Unit length: 2 weeks, 5 classes, with one additional testing day

Unit goals defined by:
National Standards from Mid-Continent Research for Education and Learning

     Language arts:

At the end of this unit, the student will:

Demonstrate competence in general writing skills and strategies.
Gather and use information for research purposes.
Demonstrate competence in general reading skills and strategies.
Demonstrate competence in general skills and strategies for reading a variety of literary texts. 
Demonstrate competence in speaking and listening.
Use grammatical and mechanical conventions in written compositions.
Technology:

At the end of this unit, the student will:

Know the characteristics and uses of computer software programs including the Internet.

DODEA English Grade 11 Standards: 

   11th Grade Language arts:

E2 Writing

  

 E2b: The student produces a response to literature that: 

E2b.2: advances a judgment that is interpretive, analytic, evaluative, or reflective; 
  
 
E2b.3: supports a judgment through references to the text, references to other works, authors, or non-print media, or references to personal knowledge;

E2b.4: demonstrates understanding of the literary work though suggesting an interpretation;

  
E3 Speaking, Listening and Viewing 

E3a: The student participates in one-to-one conferences with a teacher,    paraprofessional, or adult volunteer.

   

E3b: The student participates in group meetings

   

E3c: The student prepares and delivers an individual presentation

E5 Literature 

E5a: The student responds to non-fiction, fiction, poetry, and drama using interpretive, critical, and evaluative processes
Teacher’s unit goals:
     At the end of this unit, students will: 

Identify and define a variety of poetic terms and styles

Analyze the possible meanings of poems by various authors 

Improve reading, spelling, vocabulary, and grammar skills

Use global community, including computers and family members, to learn about poetry 

Create a poetry portfolio consisting of 3 original poems and two interpretations of poems written by American male and female authors 

Lesson plans

Lesson 1

What is Poetry? 
     Objectives 

Identify different thoughts regarding the function and reception of poetry
Identify techniques various poets employ
Identify and define a variety of poetic terms and styles
     Materials

For Teacher:
PowerPoint Presentation (See Lesson 1 .ppt file)
Handout and Assignment Packet (See Appendix A)

Supplementary Poetry Booklet (See Appendix B)

Smart Board with Internet access
For Student:
Handout and Assignment Packet (See Appendix A)

Supplementary Poetry Booklet (See Appendix B)

Journals / Writing Paper

Writing Utensils
Instructional Sequence  

1. Teacher will introduce unit as a whole and present Handout and Assignment Packet (See Appendix A).  The packet will cover all assignments and handouts including information for the poetry portfolio.  For this assignment, each student will collect the three poems that they write as reflections of each lesson.  Each lesson will note details on the poems due under the Assignment/Activity for Portfolio. 

2. Teacher will present information in form of PPT presentation (See Lesson 1 .ppt file)
3. Students and teacher will discuss analysis of poetry and go over questions regarding any material.  Handouts often reflect the PPT presentation to aid students needing verbal reinforcement.  

4. Activity—Students and teacher will analyze first poem “The Chestnut Grove” together. Students will then break into assigned learning groups.  Each group will be assigned a poem to analyze.  While students are in groups, teacher will move from group to group to ensure participation and understanding of students.  After 15-20 minutes of discussion, groups will read-aloud assigned poem from supplemental booklet and present group’s response to poem showing poem attributes on SmartBoard.

5. Assignment—Students will write poem about poetry (See “Poem about Poetry”–Assignment for Portfolio–Lesson 1 in Appendix A). This assignment is due at the end of the unit as part of the portfolio.

Assessment

Performance-based assessment—Group response—Students will be placed into learning groups, assigned a poem to analyze using as many of the appropriate terms just covered in lesson – terms will still be posted on PPT. Students will be graded according to participation rubric in Handout and Assignment Packet (See Participation Rubric in Appendix A)

Performance-based assessment—Students will write poetry poem and will be graded according to poetry rubric in Handout and Assignment Packet (See Poem Rubric in Appendix A)

10 ? quiz given at beginning of Lesson 2, next class meeting (See Appendix C)

Lesson 2
Poems of Childhood

Objectives
Practice and become familiar with writing poetry in many forms
Demonstrate knowledge of poetic devices by using them in original poems
Improve their reading, spelling, vocabulary, and grammar skills
Identify techniques various poets employ
Identify and define a variety of poetic terms and styles
     Materials

For Teacher:
PowerPoint Presentation (See Lesson 2 .ppt file)
Handout and Assignment Packet (See Appendix A)

Supplementary Poetry Booklet (See Appendix B)

Quizzes and Unit Exam Packet (See Appendix C)

Smart Board with Internet access
For Student:
Handout and Assignment Packet (See Appendix A)

Supplementary Poetry Booklet (See Appendix B)

Journals / Writing Paper

Writing Utensils
Instructional sequence  

1. 10 ? Quiz on terms from Lesson 1 (See Appendix C)

2. Teacher will present information in form of PPT presentation (See Lesson 2 .ppt file) 

3. Students and teacher will discuss ways in which poetry is written, techniques and motivation for poetry.
4. Activity—Students and teacher will take a poetry walk during class and create joint poem.  Concentrate on sounds, sights and smells and take notes of thoughts.  Return to classroom to create poem.

6. Assignment—Students will take a poetry walk on their own.  (See “Walk Poem”–Assignment for Portfolio–Lesson 2 in Appendix A) The students can take pictures or draw a picture of the walk. Then write a poem.  The poem can also be a picture poem as discussed in lecture.  This assignment is due at the end of the unit as part of the portfolio.

Assessment
Performance-based assessment—Independent Walk poem—Students will write Walk poem and will be graded according to poetry rubric in Handout and Assignment Packet (See Poem Rubric in Appendix A)

10 ? quiz given at beginning of Lesson 3, next class meeting (See Appendix C)

Lesson 3
Poems change … 

Objectives
Use community and family members to create poetry

Become more confident in group interactions and ability to write poetry
Improve their reading, spelling, vocabulary, and grammar skills
Connect with community and family members through personal interview

     Materials

For Teacher:
PowerPoint Presentation (See Lesson 3 .ppt file)

Handout and Assignment Packet (See Appendix A)

Supplementary Poetry Booklet (See Appendix B)

Quizzes and Unit Exam Packet (See Appendix C)

Smart Board with Internet access
For Student:
Handout and Assignment Packet (See Appendix A)

Supplementary Poetry Booklet (See Appendix B)

Journals / Writing Paper

Writing Utensils
     Instructional sequence 

1. 10 ? Quiz on terms from Lesson 2 (See Appendix C)

2. Teacher will present information in form of PPT presentation (See attached Lesson 3 .ppt file)

3. Students and teacher will discuss ways in which poetry can display change and growth of community, of nature, and of the individual.

4. Activity—Teacher present students with examples for Music Match assignment (See “Music Match”–Assignment for Portfolio–Lesson 5 in Appendix A) Music Match is a simple mix and match assignment in which the students will find a song that matches a poem that has been covered in the entire unit or they may find both a different poem and a matching song. Once the student has found a match, they will write a comparison paper to explain why the two forms are a pair.  Aspects of the two which are similar and those aspects that have been excluded from one or the other should be discussed.  How the themes or symbols are similar, or how similar emotions are expressed can be explored in the paper.  Students will be graded according to the comparison paper rubric (See Appendix A).  Any special needs students or students on IEP’s will be graded accordingly.  

5. Assignment—Students will complete Music Match assignment (See “Music Match”–Assignment for Portfolio–Lesson 5 in Appendix A)
Assessment
Performance-based assessment—Independent Persona poem–Students will write Persona poem and will be graded according to poetry rubric in Handout and Assignment Packet (See Poem Rubric in Appendix A)

10 ? quiz given at beginning of Lesson 4, next class meeting (See Appendix C)

Lesson 4

Men of Poetry

Objectives

Use computers and internet to learn about poetry
Become more confident in ability to analyze poetry
Improve reading, spelling, vocabulary, and grammar skills

Materials
For Teacher:

PowerPoint Presentation (See Lesson 4 .ppt file)

Handout and Assignment Packet (See Appendix A)

Supplementary Poetry Booklet (See Appendix B)

Quizzes and Unit Exam Packet (See Appendix C)

Smart Board with Internet access

For Student:

Handout and Assignment Packet (See Appendix A)

Supplementary Poetry Booklet (See Appendix B)

Journals / Writing Paper

Writing Utensils 

Instructional sequence 

1. 10 ? Quiz on terms from Lesson 3 (See Appendix C)

2. Teacher will present information in form of PPT presentation (See attached Lesson 4 .ppt file)

3. Students and teacher will discuss the men of American poetry and poetry analysis.

4. Activity—Teacher and students will create a visual Poetry Kit.  (See “Visual Poetry Kit”–Assignment for Portfolio–Lesson 3 in Appendix A) The poetry kit is a collection of items that might have inspired a poem or are incorporated into a poem. Teacher will share a created poetry kit of Langston Hughes poem “A Dream Deferred.”  Such a visual kit might include pictures of the sun and a box of raisins, a photo or drawing of a sleeping person, and a picture reference to a dream.  

5. Assignment—Students will research poetry written by American males.  Each student will select one poem by an American male author and create a visual poetry kit of that poem.  This assignment is due at the end of the unit as part of the portfolio.

Assessment
Performance-based assessment—Visual Poetry Kit—Students will create a visual Poetry and will be graded according to poetry kit rubric in Handout and Assignment Packet (See Kit Rubric in Appendix A)
10 ? quiz given at beginning of Lesson 4, next class meeting.

Lesson 5
Women of Poetry

Objectives

Use computers and internet to learn about poetry
Become more confident in ability to analyze poetry
Improve reading, spelling, vocabulary, and grammar skills

Materials
For Teacher:

PowerPoint Presentation (See Lesson 5 .ppt file)

Handout and Assignment Packet (See Appendix A)

Supplementary Poetry Booklet (See Appendix B)

Quizzes and Unit Exam Packet (See Appendix C)

Smart Board with Internet access

For Student:

Handout and Assignment Packet (See Appendix A)

Supplementary Poetry Booklet (See Appendix B)

Journals / Writing Paper

Writing Utensils
Instructional sequence 

1. 10 ? Quiz on terms from Lesson 4 (See Appendix C)

2. Teacher will present information in form of PPT presentation (See attached Lesson 5 .ppt file)

3. Students and teacher will discuss the women of American poetry and poetry analysis to ensure student understanding.

4. Activity—Students and teacher will create joint persona poem of teacher (See “Persona Poem”–Assignment for Portfolio–Lesson 3 in Appendix A) 

5. Assignment—Students create a persona poem based on an interview of a family member.  The students can take pictures or draw a picture of the family member. Then student should write the poem as discussed in lecture and as outlined on assignment sheet. This assignment is due at the end of the unit as part of the portfolio.

Assessment 

Performance-based assessment—Comparison Paper—Students will complete Music Match Assignment and write comparison paper.  This assignment will be graded according to comparison paper rubric in Handout and Assignment Packet (See Comparison Paper Rubric in Appendix A)
Questions specific to Lesson 5 will be included in Unit Exam at the next class meeting.  Students will be given Unit Exam Study Guide to help prepare for this exam (See Appendix C)

Unit Exam

The unit exam for this instruction plan will be given after all lessons have been completed.  Students will be tested on general poetry terms and definitions through multiple-choice, true/false and fill-in-the-blank style questions.  Students will match poems to poets, and will be responsible for an in-class essay (See Appendix C).  Though the unit will culminate with this final objective exam, more focus will be placed on the completion and evaluation of the portfolio that student’s have been compiling since the beginning of the unit.  Objective exams are a useful tool to assess not only the student’s ability to retain information that lessons have covered, but more important to assess the effectiveness of the lessons themselves.  The portfolio is a more effective evaluation tool for this unit because the project is more student-centered.  Poetry is a medium of emotion and sensory interpretation.  Poetry is a very subjective subject in world of language arts; therefore, the most apropos comprehensive evaluation should also be more subjective.  

Conclusion


This instructional unit is the culmination of two years of studies in a masters of education program and includes special attention to the needs of all learning styles and the learning needs of those students with special needs.  The teacher must pay special attention to student’s interactions with each other to evaluate student’s ability to function in group efforts to ascertain the students’ stage of social development.  Special attention has been taken to address and develop different levels of student’s learning with clear intent to urge student’s into using higher order thinking processes.  As a whole, this unit addresses the learning needs of all students and should achieve its main objective of bringing students to some level of appreciation for poetry.
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