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Introduction


After reading a novel, short story, newspaper article or even a chapter in a textbook, a teacher should always provide some avenue for the student to gain a deeper knowledge of the reading.  Post-reading activities reinforce comprehension and allow students to not simply read text and be done with it, but to process what they have read and use it.  Post-reading activities can include summarizing the reading in some way, organizing the text, drawing conclusions from the material, or even applying what has been read to a different situation.  Summarizing a reading can lead to more in-depth writing for students. Another variety of summarizing literature is with the graphic organizer.  Both summary writing and graphic organizers help students open the door to greater critical thinking.  
Guided-reading Activities

Summarizing a reading is almost instinctual for a seasoned reader and can easily be taught to a young reader.  A written summary will help the student recall the major elements in any piece of literature.  Guiding a summary with questions can provide students with connections from characters and themes of the story to the world around them.  Another excellent way to guide a summary is through questioning the students’ emotional response to the reading. Providing students with a list of possible emotional responses can be a spring board for students to express their personal understanding of the material.  The responses should be general enough to cover a wide range of emotions and should help students express themselves more clearly. The written summary is an excellent activity to begin the creation of more lengthy writing assignments.  

Younger students need help beginning the summary process.  Here are three simple steps to ease the process:

1. Brainstorm ideas about what you have read. 

2. Delete needless information. 
3. Organize what remains into a summary

Summarizing literature should not be a lengthy process.  A short five to seven sentence paragraph should reveal the student’s comprehension of the reading and will provide the instructor with an assessment not only of the students learning, but of the value of the material as well. 


In analyzing literature, there are several graphic organizers available.  The graphic organizer is visual display that shows the themes, characters, events or ideas of the text.  The reader can create a number of displays-the spider map, the fishbone map, the theme map, a network tree, a compare and contrast matrix-and each is best suited for a particular idea. The network tree is best suited for hierarchical information; the spider map shows relationships that are not related in a hierarchy.  The plot diagram is a pyramid shaped diagram that helps the student outline the action of a reading.  This graphic organizer helps the reader visualize the events of a story.  The style of the graphic organizer is limited only by the teacher’s and the student’s imaginations and all provide the opportunity to revisit the reading and increase reading comprehension.
Student Interaction


For the post-reading activities, I gave Mary the weekend to complete the two tasks and return them to me.  Though she did not display the eagerness that she had shared in regards to the pre- and guided- reading activities, I knew she was still willing to participate.  Mary explained to me the reason for her subdued mood.  She made clear to me that she did not like tests and after reading stories the teachers always gave tests.  I took the time to explain to Mary that not all teachers will always give tests after a reading.  That will change eventually.  Though there will always be assessments those assessments can take different forms.  Mary was still not entirely convinced, but she was a bit more willing to continue.  I began my PowerPoint explanation (See Figure 1) on summaries and graphic organizers and she was familiar with both.  
The summary activity (See Figure 2) was a simple task of writing a paragraph on the reader’s emotional response to the story.  Even if there was no response at all, the students are given that option as a possible response.  Mary answered with a well-constructed 8 sentence paragraph in which she summarized her emotional response.  Mary stated that she was irritated at the end of the story.  Even though the two of us had discussed the fact that a good story did not always have a happy ending to be a well-written story during the pre-reading anticipation guide activity, she was so disappointed that all the characters did not come to a happy end.  Mary stated that she “hated that there was a pond in the middle of his yard and that there was no garden.”  I was thrilled that Mary had responded so strong emotionally to the reading.  She even said there was some difficulty keeping her response so short because she was used to writing longer essays.  
For a second post-reading activity, I assigned Mary a plot diagram (See Figure 3).  The plot diagram helps student readers visualize the progression of a story as well as helping the student reader become familiar with the parts of a reading.  In a classroom setting, I would give students the choice of graphic organizer; however because of time constraints I assigned a specific diagram to Mary.  According to Mary, one of her teachers uses plot diagrams all the time, but that he does them in class with the students.  When I introduced the plot diagram on the PowerPoint with the Cinderella example (See Figure 1), Mary used all three tries to correctly complete the graph, but by the third time was 100% accurate.  I assured Mary that her knowledge and her prior experience with the plot diagram would help her on this assignment and she provided not only a simple diagram with the events of the story on the graph, but also a number of small appropriate pictures that added character and her personal flair to the assignment.  If I were to use the plot diagram in the classroom, I would likely give students time on the assignment to create something that they would like to display in the classroom.  With only one night to complete this assignment, Mary arose to the challenge and even managed to go above and beyond my expectations.  
Figure 1. PowerPoint Presentation
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Example of a typical PowerPoint for presentation of material. Double click on the icon below to access the presentation. 
Figure 2. Summary Activity.

[image: image2.emf]Post-Reading  Activity 1

Example of a summary activity used for assignment and for future use in classroom. The summary organizes thoughts and questions after reading. Double click on the icon below to access activity. 
Figure 3. Plot Diagram Activity
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Example of graphic organizer activity used for assignment and for future use in classroom. The plot diagram enhances comprehension after reading. Double click on the icon below to access the activity. 
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Activity #1 – Gossamer Summary


Gossamer was a story that might have made you feel some strong emotions.  

After reading the story, which of the following best describes how you felt: angry, amazed, confused, disturbed, dissatisfied, irritated, joyful, uneasy, unaffected, or sad?  Elaborate on your answer
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Activity #2 – Gossamer Graphic Organizer

1.  Identify the five elements of the story Gossamer by David Gaffney.


Introduction



Rising action



Climax



Falling action



Resolution

2.  Create a visual display similar to the example and those displayed in the presentation.
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Describe what you read, what you think you read, or even what you think the author was trying to tell you.  

		Brainstorm ideas – refer to Mind Map

		Delete extraneous or needless thoughts

		Organize what remains into summary



Characters

Themes

Events















Click on the icon below when you are ready for this activity:

Reading can sometimes evoke feelings.  

     

      How did Gossamer effect you?

AMAZED

IRRITATED

UNEASY





Activity #1 – Gossamer Summary



Gossamer was a story that might have made you feel some strong emotions.  


After reading the story, which of the following best describes how you felt: angry, amazed, confused, disturbed, dissatisfied, irritated, joyful, uneasy, unaffected, or sad?  Elaborate on your answer






Revisit the text and visualize your thoughts

Limited only by your own imagination!







http://www.glencoe.com/sec/literature/course/course4/unit1/shortstory.shtml## 

Click on link below for plot diagram exercise:

Click on icon when you are ready for this activity:





Activity #2 – Gossamer Graphic Organizer


1.  Identify the five elements of the story Gossamer by David Gaffney.



Introduction




Rising action




Climax




Falling action




Resolution


2.  Create a visual display similar to the example.  
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