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Introduction

Helping students to read and comprehend during the reading process is another key step in the reading process. What I liked about guided-reading activities is that they make students active readers. To create an environment in which a student must record thoughts and processes during the reading process is the goal of any guided-reading activity. Both note-taking and question and answer activities set a student up for a reading experience that can heighten awareness while reading. Though these two activities both required a degree of explanation for this assignment, in a classroom the teacher introduces these concepts at the beginning of the year and students would feel comfortable with the process before receiving a grade on accuracy and usefulness. The payoff in this case was tremendous and well worth the time spent. 
Guided-reading Activities


Note-taking during reading is appropriate when reading a textbook on Chemistry as well as reading a short story. The challenge to note-taking is to make it just as fulfilling for the student as the process is time-consuming. Taking notes while reading slows down the reading process. However, the benefit to note-taking during reading is in the heightened comprehension. There are several ways to take notes. My favorite is the Mind Map. A Mind Map is very much like brainstorming a new idea. In the case of the Mind Map, the student maps the reading. Mind mapping is a free form of note-taking that helps student follow the natural form of thought process of association, rather than the typical linear approach. Though this is a free form approach the developer of Mind Map note-taking Tony Buzan offers some guidelines that help teachers introduce the concept to students (Buzan, 2007): 
1. Start in the center with an image of the topic, using at least 3 colors. 

2. Use images, symbols, codes, and dimensions throughout your Mind Map. 

3. Select key words and print using upper or lower case letters. 

4. Each word/image must be alone and sitting on its own line. 

5. The lines must be connected, starting from the central image. The central lines are thicker, organic and flowing, becoming thinner as they radiate out from the centre. 

6. Make the lines the same length as the word/image. 

7. Use colors – your own code – throughout the Mind Map. 

8. Develop your own personal style of Mind Mapping. 

9. Use emphasis and show associations in your Mind Map. 

10. Keep the Mind Map clear by using radial hierarchy, numerical order or outlines to embrace your branches 

From the very simple to the very elaborate, Mind Maps are a guided-reading activity and a post-reading or assessment activity. The requirements should be laid out for a student clearly so the student does not spend too much or too little time on the activity. 

The Question and Answer Relationships guided-reading activity (QAR) is a wonderful tool to again heighten a student’s ability to perform higher thought and purpose during reading. The QAR helps students ask and answer questions during reading as well as helps students vary their approach to answering questions that relate to a reading. For example, a student reading the poem Little Miss Muffet would find the answer to the question “What is Miss Muffet sitting on?” directly in the reading. This question’s QAR is “In the book”. The following table displays the standard QAR format. 
Table 1. Question and Answer Relationships
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There are four categories that questions can be related to during a reading. Once students understand these relationships, they can alter the way in which they ask and answer questions related to new material and heighten their comprehension capabilities. 

Student Interaction


Mary was very excited when she received my phone call letting her know that I was ready to move on with our reading activity. I first questioned her knowledge of any guided-reading activities. Unfortunately, Mary had not been introduced to any formal guided-reading activity, at least to her knowledge.  Again with the aid of a PowerPoint presentation (See Figure 1), I introduced Mary to the concepts of Mind Maps and QAR’s. The student liked the idea of the Mind Map. Though Mary had never been asked to take notes formally for a reading done for a class she seemed eager to give it a try. It seemed inconsequential that she did not have to write the notes linearly, but she later commented that the format made this activity simple and “very cool.” She also noted however, that she felt like it took her a long time to read the short story because she took so much time filling out the map. I reassured Mary that slowing down the reading was part of the plan, that what I wanted for her to be able to do was truly “get the story and the characters.” Mary replied that she “really liked Damien/Kevin,” even though when she did the pre-reading activities she did not think she would. For the sake of simplicity, I asked Mary to complete the Mind Map activity (See Figure 2) while she was reading the story and to complete the QAR activity (See Figure 3) after having read the story. In a classroom environment I would ask students to complete only one guided-reading activity so as to avoid confusion about responsibilities and requirements, though I would likely provide two or three guided-reading options so the students had a choice in their personal learning experience. 

After talking with Mary and going over the work needed, she said that she felt ready to move on. I wanted her to work independently on these activities so she went home with hard copies of the tasks, but I also emailed her the PPT of the lesson. Mary and I met the next day to go over her Mind Map and her QAR activity. The Mind Map was very colorful and had a few small pictures on it. She was asked to choose three branches to create her map and she chose Who, Where, and When. She went on to explain her color scheme and some of her thought processes when writing notes for each branch. Mary explained that she could see how this could be a big project and that she had to stop herself from writing too much and get back to reading. She believed the note-taking distracted her sometimes from the reading. Perhaps reading through a story first, then going back and reading it again while taking notes might be more productive. The QAR was filled out quite similarly to the KEY (See Figure 4). The biggest discrepancy was that Mary did not use full sentences to answer the questions. I had not explained to her that responding to a question with a full sentence demonstrates full comprehension and shows that she took the time to develop her answer. I had assumed that this would have been explained to her in the past. I am not likely to make that mistake again. I will add to the worksheet to answer the questions with full sentences. Mary and I discussed the questions with which she and I disagreed on the corresponding QAR. I wanted to know her rationale for using the QAR she chose. Finally, for the final question 9) What does Damien find out about himself? Mary and I discussed her answer. 
Figure 1. PowerPoint Presentation
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Example of a typical PowerPoint for presentation of material. Double click on the icon below to access the presentation. 
Figure 2. Mind Map Activity.
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Example of Mind Map activity used for assignment and for future use in classroom. The Mind Map organizes thoughts and questions during reading. Double click on the icon below to access the presentation. 
Figure 3. QAR Activity.
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Example of QAR activity used for assignment and for future use in classroom. The QAR enhances comprehension during reading. Double click on the icon below to access the presentation. 
Figure 4. QAR Activity-KEY.
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Example of QAR - KEY used for assignment and for future use in classroom. The Key provides examples of reasonable answers to grade QAR responses. Double click on the icon below to access the presentation. 
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Activity #1

Mind Map
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Follow the guide above to create a Mind Map of the story Gossamer by David Gaffney while you are reading the story. 


Begin with the title at the core of the map and work your way out.  Use your own color scheme for the map, but chose three of the initial branches from the example:

When: When did this story take place?


Who: Who are the major players?


Where: Where does the story take place?


What: What happens during this story?


Why: Why do things happen? Why do characters do what they do?


How: How does the story evolve?  How do the characters evolve?


Use these questions to prompt some of your own or use the ones provided.
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Gossamer QAR Activity                                                 *Answer all questions with full sentences

1) 
What does Damien do for a profession?


________________________________________________________________________​​​​______


________________________________________________________________________​​​​______


QAR
________________________________________________________________________


2)
Who is Kevin?

________________________________________________________________________​​​​______


________________________________________________________________________​​​​______


QAR
________________________________________________________________________


3)
What is Kevin’s first job?

________________________________________________________________________​​​​______


________________________________________________________________________​​​​______


QAR
________________________________________________________________________


4)
What is Emma doing when we first “meet” her?

________________________________________________________________________​​​​______


________________________________________________________________________​​​​______


QAR
________________________________________________________________________


5)
What does Kevin pick up and ask Emma if he should throw it away?

________________________________________________________________________​​​​______


________________________________________________________________________​​​​______


QAR
________________________________________________________________________


6) 
Why would Donny not talk to Damien during the day?   


________________________________________________________________________​​​​______


________________________________________________________________________​​​​______


QAR
________________________________________________________________________


7) 
Why does Donny keep changing the utensil closet?  

________________________________________________________________________​​​​______


________________________________________________________________________​​​​______


QAR
________________________________________________________________________


8)
What does Donny want “Kevin” to help him grow in his garden?

________________________________________________________________________​​​​______


________________________________________________________________________​​​​______


QAR
________________________________________________________________________


9)
What does Damien find out about himself?

________________________________________________________________________​​​​______


________________________________________________________________________​​​​______


QAR
________________________________________________________________________


10)  
What was in the middle of Donny’s yard? 

________________________________________________________________________​​​​______


________________________________________________________________________​​​​______


QAR
________________________________________________________________________


* Added after student interaction
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Gossamer QAR Activity – KEY                 (“On Your Own” responses should vary from sample)

1) 
What does Damien do for a profession?


_For a profession Damien Jones is a legal consultant.____________________________​​​​______


________________________________________________________________________​​​​______


QAR
__Right there_____________________________________________________________


2)
Who is Kevin?

__Kevin is Damien in disguise.______________________________________________​​​​______


________________________________________________________________________​​​​______


QAR
__Think and Search_______________________________________________________


3)
What is Kevin’s first job?

__Kevin’s first job is to scrub the toilets. ____________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________​​​​______


QAR
__Think and Search_______________________________________________________


4)
What is Emma doing when we first “meet” her?

__When we first meet Emma, she and a friend are talking about lipstick.  ___________________

________________________________________________________________________​​​​______


QAR
__Think and Search_______________________________________________________


5)
What does Kevin pick up and ask Emma if he should throw it away?

__Kevin picks up a piece of hematite and he asks Emma if he should throw it away.__________

________________________________________________________________________​​​​______


QAR
__Right there_____________________________________________________________


6) 
Why would Donny not talk to Damien during the day?   


__Donny would not talk to Damien during the day because Donny does not feel that Damien is a


part of his world.  Donny believes that Damien does not fit in his plan._____________________

QAR
_Author and You_________________________________________________________

7) 
Why does Donny keep changing the utensil closet?  

__Donny keeps changing the utensil closet to fit his moods.  When he is happy the closet is 


colorful and happy.  After Sid dies the closet is barren.____________________________​​​​______


QAR
__On your Own___________________________________________________________


8)
What does Donny want “Kevin” to help him grow in his garden?

__Donny wants Kevin to help him grow mushrooms in his garden.__________________​​​​______


________________________________________________________________________​​​​______


QAR
__Right there_____________________________________________________________


9)
What does Damien find out about himself?

__Damien finds out about himself that he no longer cares what Emma thinks about him and that 


there are more important things in life than lipstick, false impressions and what a girl may or 


may not think about him. ___________________________________________________​​​​______


QAR
__On your Own___________________________________________________________


10)  
What was in the middle of Donny’s yard? 

__In the middle of Donny’s yard is a raised pond.________________________________​​​​______


________________________________________________________________________​​​​______


QAR
__Right there_____________________________________________________________
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Gossamer by David Gaffney

Here is the link to the text:

While you are reading the text, please use these guided reading techniques:

Note-Taking: Mind Map (Activity #1)

Question-Answer Relationships (Activity #2)

Students who do not have internet access at home will receive hard copy of story.

http://www.eastoftheweb.com/short-stories/UBooks/Goss.shtml 







You and your brain are not a computer; do not take notes like one.  



	Computers think 	linearly



You think linearly and associatively

The Mind Map activity should help you retain important information from the text that can later be accessed in writing or studying.  







Double click the icon below to access the Mind Map Activity:

Students who do not have internet access at home will receive hard copy of activity.

  Try this note-taking activity:

You are responsible for your own learning!  





	Don’t take the chance of 	losing information – Save it 	to your memory!





Activity #1


Mind Map
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Follow the guide above to create a Mind Map of the story Gossamer by David Gaffney while you are reading the story. 



Begin with the title at the core of the map and work your way out.  Use your own color scheme for the map, but chose three of the initial branches from the example:


When: When did this story take place?



Who: Who are the major players?



Where: Where does the story take place?



What: What happens during this story?



Why: Why do things happen? Why do characters do what they do?



How: How does the story evolve?  How do the characters evolve?



Use these questions to prompt some of your own or use the ones provided.











QAR – Question Answer Relationship’s







The QAR activity tests your ability to find relationships between questions that are relevant to the text and should enhance your ability to ask questions while you read any new material.  

Double click the icon below to access the QAR Activity:

Students who do not have internet access at home will receive hard copy of activity.





Activity #2


Gossamer QAR Activity                                                 *Answer all questions with full sentences


1) 
What does Damien do for a profession?



________________________________________________________________________​​​​______



________________________________________________________________________​​​​______



QAR
________________________________________________________________________



2)
Who is Kevin?


________________________________________________________________________​​​​______



________________________________________________________________________​​​​______



QAR
________________________________________________________________________



3)
What is Kevin’s first job?


________________________________________________________________________​​​​______



________________________________________________________________________​​​​______



QAR
________________________________________________________________________



4)
What is Emma doing when we first “meet” her?


________________________________________________________________________​​​​______



________________________________________________________________________​​​​______



QAR
________________________________________________________________________



5)
What does Kevin pick up and ask Emma if he should throw it away?


________________________________________________________________________​​​​______



________________________________________________________________________​​​​______



QAR
________________________________________________________________________



6) 
Why would Donny not talk to Damien during the day?   



________________________________________________________________________​​​​______



________________________________________________________________________​​​​______



QAR
________________________________________________________________________



7) 
Why does Donny keep changing the utensil closet?  


________________________________________________________________________​​​​______



________________________________________________________________________​​​​______



QAR
________________________________________________________________________



8)
What does Donny want “Kevin” to help him grow in his garden?


________________________________________________________________________​​​​______



________________________________________________________________________​​​​______



QAR
________________________________________________________________________



9)
What does Damien find out about himself?


________________________________________________________________________​​​​______



________________________________________________________________________​​​​______



QAR
________________________________________________________________________



10)  
What was in the middle of Donny’s yard? 


________________________________________________________________________​​​​______



________________________________________________________________________​​​​______



QAR
________________________________________________________________________



* Added after student interaction
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QAR Activity


In the Book

In My Head

Right There

The answer is easiy found
in the text. The exact
words for the questions
and answers are located in
the same sentence.

Author and You

The answer is not in the

text, The reader combines

previous knowledge with

text information to create
a response.

Think and Search

The answer is in the text,
but requires gathering
information from different
places in the selection

On My Own

The answer is not in the
text. The reader uses
previous experience to
respond





























Mind Map





