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For my classroom observation I chose to monitor a ninth grade honors Language Arts class led by Mrs. Lindsey Surratt at Kaiserslautern High School. The process of observation is always a bit daunting.  As the day progresses I begin to enjoy seeing a professional at work. I begin to formulate my own ideas about my future classroom. There are things very unique to this classroom and things very common. For this observation and interview I focused on Mrs. Surratt’s lesson planning techniques and implementation of those lessons. 


Mrs. Surratt is a very organized teacher in a clean classroom with seats arranged in rows that face a chalkboard and screen on which the teacher displays PowerPoint slides and pertinent information for her students.  Today there is a new seating arrangement and the students are told to make sense of the map of their new seats.  Once the students are all seated, Mrs. Surratt begins her class.  The teacher reviews information that is important for the upcoming unit exam and describes what the test will cover.  At this point the teacher shifts into her lesson for the day.  The class has been studying Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra. Today the class is at one of the assessment stages of the unit lesson:  recitation.  The teacher has asked that students chose a speech to commit to memory from four options.  After reciting her own speech from Hamlet, that she explained to her students she memorized some 14 years ago, the teacher explains again what she will be looking for – not just repeating lines but adding inflection to convey understanding, projection, and some eye contact. The students begin.  The first young man recites with a flair for Broadway. The next student, a female, does as well.  As the class continues some are quite good and others leave a bit to be desired.  As nerve-racking as the process might have been for these students they all seemed to be enjoying the activity. Afterall, they have known about this assignment for theree months. 

Mrs. Surratt’s students receive a semester syllabus that tells them the subjects that they will cover in the time frame.  Then every two weeks they get a break down of the class objectives.  Each written assignment is given with a standard rubric of the written paper expectations. For this project, three months earlier Mrs. Surratt had distributed an assignment sheet that clearly descried the expections for the task and the four speeched to choose from. 

In an interview pertaining to her lesson planning Mrs. Surratt explained that she uses the DODEA standards to help her decide what she will be teaching.  There are clear expectations of what needs to be read before every ninth grader moves on to the tenth grade.  In creating a lesson plan, first Lindsey begins with the information DODEA gives her, then she decides what it is she wants the students to learn about that information and finally decides how she will give that information to her students.  Mrs. Surratt believes that the best assessment for her students is through testing.  Her tests are partially multiple choice questions and also essay.  Part of what Mrs. Surratt wants her students to learn is how to express their knowledge in their own terms.  Most of Mrs. Surratt’s reflection on her lesson planning does not occur until the end of the semester or even the beginning of the next semester when the planning begins again.  If a lesson did not go as planned either some adjusting is done to repair the flaw or the entire lesson is discarded and the process begins again.  Mrs. Surratt is not required to turn in individual lessons to her principal, but at the beginning of the year a year long syllabus is turned in to assure the administration that standards are being addressed.  Mrs. Surratt’s average unit lesson plan takes 3-4 weeks to develop and from there weekly and daily lesson plans are developed in the natural processes of the school day.  

The teacher observation and interview regarding lesson planning was quite informative and entertaining. Mrs. Surratt’s classroom is a very high functioning classroom. There was nothing done in this classroom that was not beneficial to the students. This teacher’s finest quality is her enthusiasm and knowledge of her subject matter. Her ability to teach in an exciting and engaging manner is a reward to her students in itself.  Her enthusiasm is channeled through a thoroughly organized classroom agenda that directs her teachings.  I have every intention of doing the same by whatever means necessary.  
