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I am highly committed to incorporating technology into my classroom. Whether a student pursues a vocation or a profession, technology will be a part of their future. Technology needs to be integrated into their present. All teachers, in-service and pre-service, must educate themselves in the ways of technology. Students must be proficient at word-processing, using databases and spreadsheets, creating presentations, and communicating globally. The more educated a teacher is regarding technology; the more they can pass on to their students. Simultaneously, the more a teacher can promote a hunger for more growth and learning in her students.

I have three basic goals concerning my proficiency with technology 
· 
To have a working knowledge of all student and teacher used technology in  a   

      classroom setting 

· 
To have a working knowledge of all student and teacher used 
communication technology

· 
To have a working knowledge of solely teacher-used technology 

Technology is an ever-changing arena. To gain a mastery of the technology used in the classroom would be both a disservice to students and a waste of monies. The first two goals are geared toward technology that both the students and I can use to facilitate and accelerate learning. The third goal is solely focused on technology that will assist in my endeavors of instruction.  Attaining each goal will enable me to effectively incorporate technology into my lesson plans without over-use or misuse. 


There is some technology that I have little to no proficiency with.  I am not familiar with desktop publishing. I see a publishing program as necessary in the classroom so the students have an opportunity to publish a professional collaborative journal of their own making. This would be used with upper-level students that have experience with some of the more elementary technologies used in lower grade classrooms. The application would put students in touch with their community and the global classroom in a professional format.  The use of this technology exposes students to an application that is likely to be encountered outside of the classroom. 


There are two more pieces of technology that I am not familiar with at all but I see as having huge potential in the classroom; the Smart Board and the electronic grade book. These two devises could increase the time that a teacher is able to spend with her students immensely.  Time spent calculating grades could be better spent in planning lessons or directly with the students.  The Smart Board is the electronic version of the chalkboard.  The device links the teacher, the board and the teacher’s computer. Both of these devices could prove to be costly to a school but the value to the students and teachers outweighs the monetary cost.  

There is a large portion of technology that can be used in the classroom that I possess some level of proficiency with but I do not feel that I would be able to use it in the classroom without some level of training on.  Video conferencing and networking in particular are very useful tools to both the teacher and students.  Video conferencing would link students in my classroom to the global classroom.  Understanding diverse cultures is paramount to our student’s education.  Networking with file servers and with other computers offers access to libraries of information.  Students with access to this information with out having to access them through the internet have the distinct advantage of not having to wade through the tsunami of misinformation that the internet sometimes offers.  


There are several areas involving technology that I am fully at ease with but to ensure students receive the very best teaching, I must continue to educate myself.  Using the internet, e-mail, CD-ROM’s and DVD’s, digital cameras, and creating presentations with graphics on PowerPoint are all very comfortable for me.  These devices are all changing daily however and there will never be a time that educating myself cannot be at least on the back burner, per se.  All can be beneficial components to a classroom.  The internet and e-mail link students to the global classroom and gives them a firmer grasp of the concept of worldwide communication. CD-ROM’s and DVD’s contain incredible learning software that refresh student’s knowledge and could help guide them through standards-based lessons without the direction of the teacher.  

The greatest tool to my students that I will incorporate into my classroom is word processing.  The task of writing out one’s thoughts is a process of the past.  There is nothing comparable to brainstorming in a word processing program.  Thoughts come so quickly, pen and paper was never fast enough.  The issue now is for fingers to work as quickly as the brain and like all technology the more one practices the more efficient one becomes.  


There are several ways to educate myself regarding the technology with which I lack a certain level of proficiency. Researching on the internet is priceless.  Though some effort needs to be made assessing the value and trustworthiness of the sites themselves, the gain from this research far outweighs the cost of the time spent on the assessment.  Reading available manuals and taking online tutorials often lead to a stronger understanding of technology and educational devices.  There are also several seminars and classes available that offer from 1-hour up to month long training with certain technologies. Simply practicing with the tools that I already have available has proven to be well worth the time.  The technology knowledge is out there, I simply need to go and find it. 

The timeline for this professional growth plan is never-ending.  Technology is ever-changing and all educators must keep up.  The goals that I have set forward regarding current technology I would like to have achieved within the course of my studies with this university.  When I am an in-service teacher I would like to become proficient with all technology available within a year, and as new technology proves to be useful in the classroom again, one year is enough time to educate myself in the technology’s ways and workings.  

Technology is a part of most every aspect of our current lives.  Educators denying students access and use of technology in their education would be an immense disservice.  Students in our classrooms will be inundated with devices in their workplace, whether in the garage around the corner or on the moon.  Teachers in the US can no longer stand in front of the students in their classrooms and spew out information – students need to be engaged on a different level today.  Technology is not just the future, it is the now.  

