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An Educational Philosophy


The ways in which a teacher performs her duties are singular gifts that that teacher uses to instruct her students. The reasons why she teaches in such a fashion are numerous and differentiate from student to student, from classroom to classroom. A teacher’s beliefs about certain things form her individual philosophy. These beliefs are mine:
· Teaching is a science. Teaching is an art. When used in combination with each other, learning is the result.  
· Students are eager to learn, vibrant, and have vigor for life that is never replicated in adulthood. Students are also impulsive, uninformed, and irresponsible. Students like teachers are human.

· Knowledge comes both from the very miniscule of facts and the very grandest of ideas. How that knowledge is applied to one’s life is what is of importance. 

· Those things worth knowing, the content of a student’s knowledge, come from everywhere and everything.

These beliefs form the foundation for my philosophy.  


Every teacher has something that they are meant to teach. There are standards that help educators in schools guide the knowledge that they are to impart. There are tools that educators use to pass along information to their students. One of the tools that a teacher possesses is her knowledge about the subject she is teaching. An English teacher has focused her studies around the mechanics of writing, grammar, comprehension, and literature. If a teacher were to pass her entire cache of knowledge on to her students, there would still be more for her students to learn, but the students desire to search for that knowledge may be quelled. This is when teaching becomes an art form. A teacher’s ability to judge when and what information to impart upon her students requires an understanding of her students that is in itself an art form. A teacher’s use of her available tools and her understanding of her students creates the learning environment for her students. Though the teacher is a well of information for her students, she should also inspire her students to seek out more information to inform themselves. The teacher is a facilitator to the student’s learning. A teacher challenges her students to take on the ultimate school–the world outside the classroom.  


Students are eager to learn, vibrant, and have vigor for life that is never replicated in adulthood. The students in a high school classroom are different from those in grade school or students at college or university. There are a few traits that are continuous through the school years and into adulthood. Every student has a desire to learn. Not all students however want to learn about whom won the Korean War or why a comma is used before a quotation mark. It is the challenge of every teacher to access the student’s eagerness to learn about his own personal interests and apply that personal interest to the Korean War or why commas are used. The question is not that a student is or is not intelligent; the question is what the student’s intelligence is about. Students are also impulsive, uninformed, and irresponsible. Again the range of these traits is varied in degree from grade school to university but they are universal. The preschool student grabs at the cookie in the display because it looks attractive and tasty. The high school student tries tobacco for the first time.  Students act often without thought regarding the future. All humans however find themselves in situations that they later view as foolish or impulsive. Adults often make rash decisions based on misinformation or arrogant disregard for the facts. To err is human; students are human.  


There is knowledge and there is wisdom.  Knowledge is information; wisdom is application. The teacher’s goal is for all her students to be wise. Knowledge comes both from the very miniscule of facts and the very grandest of ideas. Facts recorded through time cannot be disregarded in the classroom-Pythagorean theorem, the theory of relativity, Plato, Aquinas-these names and theories are known and passed down to students for a reason.  That reason is that a student can skillfully apply this knowledge to his everyday living.  Knowledge also comes from an understanding about how things function as a whole-how the little parts make the big machine work. Students need to learn about and understand poetry and pentameter to begin to understand and appreciate Shakespeare and other authors.  With all this knowledge now gathered, how that knowledge will now be applied to one’s life, not simply the knowledge itself is what is important. 

Information comes from every aspect of life.  Information gathered from books of old or the latest website on the internet is information, whether useful or not.  A student must shift through the information that is given and decipher for themselves what is of use and what is garbage.  Information is gained through individual endeavors and group adventures.  An individual can search for information but what he shares with a group and the information returned from that interchange is of vast value.  All information is worth knowing; however regardless of the information given to a student, the knowledge that is passed on, and hopefully the wisdom that follows-no student has gleaned anything from his education if he is unable to go out into the world and function on his own.  

All these beliefs make up my Educational Philosophy that all students desperately want to learn and can be taught.  The question to ask regarding students is not whether they are intelligent but what they are intelligent about.  Teaching to students is both a science and an art. Knowledge is an amalgam of facts from the past and notions of the future.  I believe that every moment is a learning opportunity. What I teach and why I teach it will vary.  The one constant message that I will convey to the students is but to discover. They hold the map and compass.  
